
T H E  V I T A L  T I L L A M O O K  I N D I C A T O R  
P R O J E C T

Tillamook County: 2020 Strategic Vision

2009 Indicator Assessment



Community Vitality Assessment Methodology

1. Community vitality: Capacity to work productively 
together and realize positive social, economic, and 
environmental outcomes

2. Developed 50 indicators of Tillamook County: 
2020 Strategic Vision

3. Gathered data from:
¹ Federal, State, County, and City agencies

¹ Local organizations and businesses

¹ Tillamook County adult residents and property owners

4. Developed indicator targets

5. Made assessment of community vitality

The Vital Tillamook Indicator Project



Vital Tillamook Indicator Project Survey

Mail Survey Methodology:
·Conducted July-August, 2009
·Response rate: 46%
·Received completed questionnaires from 696 randomly selected 

Tillamook County adult (18+) residents and property owners
·Quotas established for age, area, and resident status to ensure a 

representative sample and to focus resources on permanent 
residents

·Margins of error: 
¹ ±3.7% for permanent and seasonal resident estimates 
¹ ± 4.2% for permanent resident estimates
¹ ± 7.1% for seasonal resident estimates

·All published estimates have been weighted to represent the 
Tillamook County population of adult residents and property 
owners

The Vital Tillamook Indicator Project



2009 Community Vitality 
Assessment Findings

Areas of Strength Areas of Weakness

üGrowth & Development üEconomy

üNatural Environment üYouth & Education

üSociety & Culture üHealth & Human Services

The Vital Tillamook Indicator Project

According to the 2009 assessment, Tillamook 
County is roughly 50% vital, as three areas out 

of six did not meet target outcome levels. 



Goal 1.2 
Tillamook County will need adequate 
infrastructure for current conditions and 
future growth related to water, power, 
sewer, roads, streets, and storm water 
systems.

Growth & Development

The Vital Tillamook Indicator Project



Growth & Development: Goal 1.2

3. Road Condition: In 2008, 64% of state roads were in 
good condition, while only 40% of county roads were.

4. Road Capacity:In 2008, there were no congested 
roadways in Tillamook County.
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Goal 1.3 
Communities throughout the county will 
support the use of public transportation, 
biking, and walking.

Growth & Development
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Growth & Development: Goal 1.3

6. Public Transportation: In 2009, 84% of the incorporated 
and unincorporated communities in Tillamook County were 
served by the WAVE.

The Vital Tillamook Indicator Project
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Growth & Development: Goal 1.3

7. Pedestrian & Bike Access:In 2009, pedestrian access and activity was 
adequately high, but bicycling access and activity was lower than desired.
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Goal 2.3 
In addition to maintaining the 
traditional economic base, citizens will 
seek to diversify the Tillamook County 
economy by attracting new industries 
and encouraging development of locally 
owned businesses.

Economy
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Economy: Goal 2.3

The Vital Tillamook Indicator Project

12. Industry Diversity: On a scale of 
0 to 1, where 0 indicates a 
completely diversified economy 
and 1 means it is completely 
homogenous, in 2008 Tillamook 
County scored .029. Diverse, but 
not quite on target (0). 

13. Small & Large Business Health:
Between 2008 and 2009, the 
growth rate of small businesses 
was 13% and for large businesses 
was 15%. The goal is for future 
growth rates to be higher.0.46%
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Goal 2.4 

Provide living wage jobs

Economy
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14. Living Wage Jobs: In 2007, it was not possible for single-wage earner 
families of any type to support themselves with the average job in 
Tillamook County. 

Economy: Goal 2.4

2007 Cost of living 
(Basic Family Budget) 

for Tillamook County families of 
various compositions: 

2007 Average 
Tillamook 

County 
Earnings:

Ratio of Average 
Earnings to Cost 

of Living 
(single wage -

earner)

1 parent with 1 child $32,880

$29,903

.91

1 parent with 3 children $54,024 .55

2 parents with 1 child $38,640 .77

2 parents with 3 children $58,452 .51
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Natural Environment

Goal 3.1 

County rivers and estuaries will support 
magnificent runs of wild salmon. Foothills 
and mountains will be noted for healthy, 
productive forests that provide high quality 
habitat. Active participation in natural 
resource management will become 
institutionalized in the educational systems.

The Vital Tillamook Indicator Project



17. Salmon Runs: In 2008, there were more than enough wild adult coho salmon 
spawners observed in Tillamook County to fully seed the existing high quality 
juvenile coho winter rearing habitat. 

19. Land Conservation: As of 2009, only .11% of Tillamook County land is 
designated wilderness, preserved, or set aside; the goal is 2%.

20. Public Natural Resource Education: In 2009, there were 27 natural resource 
education programs for youth and adults through the public education 
system

Natural Environment: Goal 3.1
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Society & Culture

Goal 4.1 

Tillamook County citizens will maintain 
the rural character of their community 
by conserving a high percentage of the 
land as farm and forestland. 
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25. Open Space:In 2009, the majority (69%) of Tillamook County land 
was farmland or forestland.

Society & Culture: Goal 4.1
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